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SELECTED SECONDARY SOURCE RECORDS FOR THE HISTORY OF 
GREAT LAKES FISHERIES   

An atlas of Canadian Lake Superior fishing grounds. 1967. Fisheries Research Board of 
Canada, Freshwater Institute, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Anthropological fieldwork among the commercial fishermen of Port Dover, Ontario, 1977-1978: 
chronicling the cultural traditions of an occupational community in a Lake Erie commercial 
fishing port. 2014. JJV West, The Northern Mariner XXIV (1), 1-22.  https://www.cnrs-
scrn.org/northern_mariner/vol24/tnm_24_1_1-22.pdf 

Atlas of the spawning and nursery areas of Great Lakes fishes, v. I-XIV. 1982. CD Goodyear, 
TA Edsall, DM Ormsby, GD Moss, PE Polanski, US Fish Wildlife Service, Biological Services 
Program, FWS/OBS-82/52, 115 pp. 

Bibliography of research publications of the Great Lakes Fishery Laboratory, 1928-72. 1974. 
Great Lakes Fishery Laboratory, US Dept. of the Interior, 155 pp.  
https://pubs.usgs.gov/rp/120/report.pdf 

A brief history of commercial fishing in Lake Erie. 1970. VC Applegate, HD Van Meter, US Fish 
Wildl. Serv, Fishery Leaflet 630, 28 pp.  https://pubs.usgs.gov/unnumbered/81373/report.pdf 

The Canadian commercial fisheries of the Great Lakes. 1955. Basebook on Fishery Statistics 
No. 2, Markets and Economics Service, Dept. of Fisheries of Canada, Ottawa, 229 pp.  
https://waves-vagues.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/library-bibliotheque/37159.pdf 

Changes to the fish habitat of the St. Mary's River: a retrospective analysis. 1993. KE Bray, 
MSc thesis, Trent University, Peterborough, 116 pp+appendices.  http://bpac.algomau.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2015/09/Changes-to-the-Fish-Habitat-of-the-St.-Marys-River-Thesis-Bray-
1992.pdf 

Charter boat fishery for lake trout in southern Georgian Bay, 1920-1955. 1979. DH Loftus, 
LHFAU Report 79-1, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources. Owen Sound, Ontario, 24 pp. 

Chronology of Lake Ontario ecosystem and fisheries. 2019. BP Morrison, Aquatic Ecosystem 
Health & Management, 22(3), 294-304.  https://www.afs-oc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/01/AEHM223p294-304Morrison.pdf 

Commercial Fish Production in the Great Lakes, 1867-1977. 1979. NS Baldwin, RW Saalfeld, 
M Ross, HJ Buettner. Greal Lakes Fisheries Commission, Technical Report No. 3, Ann Arbour. 

Commercial fishing in Lake Huron, 1800 to 1915: the exploitation and decline of whitefish and 
lake trout. 1981. JH Peters, MA thesis, Dept. Geography, University of Western Ontario, 164 
pp. 

The commercial fishing industry of Lake Superior. 1950. WG Hessen, MA Thesis, Dept. 
Geography, Clark University, Worcester, Mass., 129 pp.  

Commercial Fishing of Isle Royale, 1800-1867. 1968. L Rakestraw, Isle Royale Natural History 
Association, Natural Park Service, 24 pp.  http://npshistory.com/publications/isro/commercial-
fishing.pdf 

Commercial fishing on Lake Superior in the 1890s. 1955. JD Holmquist, Minnesota History, 
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Summer 1955, Minnesota Historical Society, Summer, 243-249.  
http://collections.mnhs.org/MNHistoryMagazine/articles/34/v34i06p243-249.pdf 

The commercial fisheries of the Michigan waters of Lake Superior. 1955. LH Halverson, 
Michigan History, Michigan Historical Commission, 39, 1-17.  

The commercial fishery of the Canadian Great Lakes. 1989. AB McCullogh, National Historic 
Parks and Sites Canadian Parks Service Environment Canada, 153 pp.  
http://www.greatlakesfisheriestrail.org/media/assets/media/commercial_fishery_of_canadian_g
reat_lakes_mccullough_1.pdf 

Daily catch record of Crewe Brothers fishery, Lake Erie-1904 to 1956. 1961. WA Kennedy, 
Fisheries Research Board of Canada, Manuscript Report Series No. 706, vol. I-III, 411 pp. 
https://waves-vagues.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/library-bibliotheque/59280V1.pdf 

Early changes in the fish community of Lake Ontario. 1995. SH Smith, Great Lakes Fishery 
Commission, Tech. Rep. 60, 40 pp.  http://www.glfc.org/pubs/TechReports/Tr60.pdf 

Early history of the fisheries of the Great Lakes. 1892. H Whitaker, Transactions of the 
American Fisheries Society 21(16), 161-179.  
https://www2.dnr.state.mi.us/Publications/pdfs/ifr/ifrlibra/historical/Early-History-Fisheries-
Great-Lakes-Whitaker1892.pdf 

East of Superior: a history of the Lake Superior Provincial Park Region. 1974. GA Macdonald, 
OMNR, Parks Branch, Wawa Office, 178 pp. 

Entangled Eden: ecological change and the Lake Huron commercial fisheries, 1835-1978. 
2010. K Lecombe, PhD thesis, Dept. History, Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas, 
288 pp.  
https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.853.4563&rep=rep1&type=pdf 

An ethnohistory of the Scandinavian folk fishermen of Isle Royale National Park. 2002. RS 
Toupal, RW Stoffle, M Zedeño, Prepared for The National Park Service Midwest Regional 
Office and Isle Royale National Park, 335 pp.   
https://www.nps.gov/ethnography/research/docs/irnp_finalreport.pdf 

Finnish commercial fishermen on Lake Superior: the rise and fall of an ethnic fishery. 2003. M 
Roinila, Middle States Geographer 36, 25-37.  https://msaag.aag.org/wp-
content/uploads/2013/05/4_Roinila1.pdf 

Fish and Fisheries Management in Ontario: a chronology of events. 2010. SJ Kerr, Biodiversity 
Branch. Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, Peterborough, Ontario, 80 pp+appendices. 
(MNR 52661; ISBN 978-1-4249-5661-6)  
https://dr6j45jk9xcmk.cloudfront.net/documents/2574/stdprod-068673.pdf 

The fish and wildlife values of the Black Bay Peninsula and offshore Lake Superior islands (a 
preliminary investigation). 1976. R Gollat, Ontario Ministry Natural Resources, Thunder Bay. 
Unpublished report, 138 pp. 

Fish community objectives for Lake Superior. 2003. WH Horns, CR Bronte, TR Busiahn, MP 
Ebener, RL Eshenroder, T Gorenflo, N Kmiecik, W Mattes, JW Peck, M Petzold, DR Schreiner. 
Great Lakes Fish. Comm. Spec. Pub. 03-01, 78 pp.  
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http://www.glfc.org/pubs/lake_committees/superior/draftforview2001.pdf 

Fish spawning grounds in Wisconsin waters of the Great Lakes. 1980. CE Coberly, RM Horrall. 
Marine Studies Center, University of Wisconsin, Madison. Univ. Wisc. Sea Grant Inst., 
Madison, WI. 

The fish trade of southern Ontario.1931. RA McKenzie, The Biological Board of Canada, Bull. 
XXIII, 37 pp. https://waves-vagues.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/library-bibliotheque/34852.pdf 

Fisheries of Lake Erie and the Long Point area: past and present. 1993. BE Craig, Long Point 
Environmental Folio Publication Series, Tech. Paper 4, 64 pp.  
https://longpointbiosphere.com/download/long_point_environmental_folio_publication_series/Fi
sheries-of-Lake-Erie-and-the-Long-Point-Area-Past-and-Present-Compressed.pdf 

Fishing the Great Lakes: An environmental history, 1783-1933. 2000. MB Bogue, University of 
Wisconsin Press, Madison, 444 pp. 
 
Fishing industry of the Great Lakes. 1926. W Koelz, Bureau of Fisheries, Dept. of Commerce, 
Washington, Appendix XI to the Report of the U.S. Commissioner of Fisheries for 1925, 
Bureau of Fisheries document, no. 1001, 553-617.  
http://www.glfc.org/pubs/historical/fishing_industry_greatlakes.PDF 
 
Fishing ports on Lake Erie. 1978. R. Thompson (ed.), Natural Resources Wheatley Research, 
Historical Planning and Research Branch, Ontario Ministry of Culture and Recreation, 56 pp. 
 
Fort William: Living and working at the post. 1976. S Campbell, Fort William Archaeological 
Project Series, 123 pp.  https://archive.org/details/fortwilliamlivin0000camp/page/n1/mode/2up 
 
The good years: A history of the commercial fishing industry on Lake Erie. 1973. F Prothero, 
Mika Publishing, 160 pp. 
 
Great Lakes fauna, flora, and their environment: a bibliography. 1957. J Van Oosten. Great 
Lakes Commission, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 86 pp.  
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015031651857&view=1up&seq=28 
 
Great Lakes Commercial Fisheries: historical overview and prognoses for the future. 2013. 
Brenden TO, Brown RW, Ebener MF, Reid K, Newcomb TJ. In Great Lakes fisheries policy 
and management: a binational perspective, 2nd ed., Michigan State University Press, East 
Lansing, MIEditors: W.W. Taylor, A.J. Lynch, N.J. Leonard, 339-397.  
https://www.canr.msu.edu/qfc/publications/pdf-publications/2011-
publications/GLFPM_Commerical_Fishing_Chapter_Submitted_Revision_031110.pdf 
 
Historical literature review of the Nipigon area with emphasis on fisheries from 1654 to 1990. 
1990. L. Wilson, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, Technical Report Series, ISBN 0-7729-
8628-2, 169 pp.  
https://archive.org/details/HISTORICALLITERA00WILS08269.ome/page/n81/mode/2up 
 
A history of commercial fishing in Inland Canada. nd. WA Kennedy, Fisheries Research Board, 
Manuscript Report Series No. 871, 38 pp. 
https://waves-vagues.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/library-bibliotheque/22281.pdf 
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History of Ecological Sciences, Part 60: American Great Lakes before 2000. 2018. FN Egerton, 
The Bulletin of the Ecological Society of America, University of Wisconsin-Parkside, Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, 136 pp.  https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/bes2.1372A  

History of Jackfish. 1986. J. Poole, Ed. J Marcella, Terrace Bay Public Library, 69 pp, with 
photographs/illustrations. 

History of salmon in the Great Lakes, 1850-1970. 1973. JW Parsons, Technical Report, Fish 
and Wildlife Service, US Dept. of the Interior, 82 pp.  
https://www2.dnr.state.mi.us/Publications/pdfs/ifr/ifrlibra/historical/history-salmon-great-lakes-
1850-1970.pdf 

A historical literature review of the Nipigon area with emphasis on fisheries from 1654 to 1990. 
1990. L Wilson, Technical Report #8, Nipigon, Ontario Ministry of the Natural Resources, Dept, 
of Fisheries and Oceans, 182 pp. ISBN:0-7729-8628-2.  
https://archive.org/details/HISTORICALLITERA00WILS08269.ome 

A historical study of the fishing ports on the North Shore of Lake Erie. 1978. R Thompson, Ed., 
Historical Planning and Research Branch, Heritage Conservation Division, Ministry of Culture 
and Recreation, 24 pp. 

The inhospitable shore: An historical resource study of Neys Provincial Park. 1976. JA 
Mountain, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, North Central Region, cl 987. ii, 23 pp : NI., 1 
map. Incl. ref.  

The Isle Royal Folkefiskerisamfunn: An ethnohistory of the Scandinavian folk fisherman of Isle 
Royal National Park. 2002. RS Toupal RW Stoffle MN Zedeño, The National Park Service 
Midwest Regional Office and Isle Royale National Park, 335 pp. 
https://www.nps.gov/ethnography/research/docs/irnp_finalreport.pdf 

Lake Erie's fish community: 150 Years of Cultural Stresses. 1973. HA Regier, WL Hartman. 
Science. 180(4092): 1248-55. 
 
Lake Huron: The ecology of the fish community and man's effects on It. 1973. AH Berst and 
GR Spangler, Great Lakes Fishery Commission, Tech. Rep. 21, 41 pp. 
http://www.glfc.org/pubs/TechReports/Tr21.pdf 
 
Lake Huron’s Entangled Eden: Fish, fisheries, and lost opportunities in freshwater borderlands, 
1900-1940. 2015. K LaCombe, The Michigan Historical Review 41(1): 25-56. 
 
Lake Superior. 1944. GL Nute, Bobbs-Merrill, 376 pp. 

Lake Superior: a case history of the lake and its fisheries. 1973. AH Lawrie, JF Rahrer, Great 
Lakes Fishery Commission, Tech. Rep. 19, 71 pp.  
http://www.glfc.org/pubs/TechReports/Tr19.pdf 

Lakelore: History of fishing industry along the north shore of lake Erie. circa 1973. B Milner, D 
Goodlet, G Forrest, B MacDonald, W Milner, D Wall, Norfolk School of Agriculture, Simcoe, 
Ontario, available Lake Erie Fisheries Research Station, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, 
Wheatley, Ontario. stamped 00198, 129 pp. 
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The Life of the Lakes: a guide to the Great Lakes fishery, 4th ed. 2019. BC Schroeder, DM 
O'Keefe, SL Dann, Univ. of Michigan Regional, 127 pp. 

The maritime history of the North Shore of Lake Huron. 1972. D Frauts, A Kidd, K Blackburn, 
Opportunities for Youth Program, ms. Gore Bay Museum, Sudbury Public Library. 

Men 'N Boats The Fisheries of the Great Lakes. 1975. F Prothero, self published, Nan-Sea 
Publications, 174 pp.  

Northeastern Georgian Bay and Its People. 1984. WA Campbell, Journal Printing, Sudbury, 
167 pp. 

North Shore commercial fishing, 1849-1870. 1978, M Kaups, Minnesota History, 43-58.  
http://collections.mnhs.org/MNHistoryMagazine/articles/46/v46i02p042-058.pdf 

North Shore commercial fishing oral history interviews. 1977. B. Sommer, North Shore 
Commercial Fishing Oral History Project, Northeast Minnesota Historical Society. 
https://archives.lib.umn.edu/repositories/22/resources/8713 

Ojibwa and Ottawa Fisheries around Manitoulin Island: Historical and Geographical 
Perspectives on Aboriginal and Treaty Fishing Rights. 1990. VP Lytwyn, Nalive Studies 
Review 6, 1-30.  https://iportal.usask.ca/docs/Native_studies_review/v6/issue1/pp1-30.pdf 

Open boats : a historical sketch of commercial fishing in Wheatley, Ontario. 1982. R Lobzon. 
private pub, 45 pp.  https://images.ourontario.ca/Partners/CKPL/CKPL0027490551T.PDF 

Oral history of Pukaskwa National Park. 1980. A.D. Revill Associates, Manuscript Report No. 
427, Parks Canada, 223 pp.  http://parkscanadahistory.com/series/mrs/427.pdf 

Out of the water: Ontario's freshwater fish industry. 1974. GF Adams and DP Kolenosky. 
Commercial Fish and Fur Branch, Division of Fish and Wildlife, Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources, 68 pp. 

Past and presently known spawning grounds of fish in the Michigan coastal waters of the 
Great Lakes. 1979. WL. Organ, GL Towns, M0 Walter, RB Pelletier, DA Riege, Michigan Dept. 
of Natural Resources, Tech. Report 79-1.  https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CZIC-ql625-5-
p37-1979/html/CZIC-ql625-5-p37-1979.htm 

People and places: a human history of the Apostle Islands. Chapter 5: Commercial fishing. 
2008. JC Busch, Midwest Regional Office, National Park Service, United States Dept. of the 
Interior, 159-208.  https://www.nps.gov/apis/learn/historyculture/upload/People-and-Places-A-
Human-History-of-the-Apostle-Islands-508-_reduced.pdf 

A review of the changes in the fish species composition of Lake Ontario. 1973. WJ Christie, 
Great Lakes Fishery Commission, Tech. Rep. 23, 65 pp. 
http://www.glfc.org/pubs/TechReports/Tr23.pdf 

Review of fish species introduced into the Great Lakes, 1819-1974. 1985. L Emery, Great 
Lakes Fishery Commission, Technical Report 45, 33 pp. 
http://www.glfc.org/pubs/TechReports/Tr45.pdf 

Report of the Huron Fishing Company. 1839. Huron Fishing Company.  
https://digitalarchive.tpl.ca/objects/351005 
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Report on the Fisheries of the Great Lakes. 1874. JW Milner, In. United States Commission of 
Fish and Fisheries, Part II, Report of the Commissioner for 1872 and 1873, Appendix A, The 
Fisheries of the Great Lakes, and the species of (Coregonus or white fish), 75 pp.  
https://www.dnr.state.mi.us/publications/pdfs/IFR/ifrlibra/historical/Report_Great_Lakes_Fisheri
es_1871-1872-Milner_1874.pdf 

The Saulteur-Ojibwa Fishery at Sault Ste. Marie, 1640-1920. 1978. GA MacDonald, MA thesis, 
Dept. of History, Univ. of Waterloo, 209 pp. 

Seines to salmon charters: 150 years of Michigan Great Lakes fisheries. 1977. Extension 
Bulletin E-1000, Cooperative Extension Service, Michigan State University, Michigan Sea 
Grant Program, 16 pp.  
http://www.greatlakesfisheriestrail.org/media/assets/media/seines_to_salmon_charters_msg_e
xtension_1977_publication.pdf 

A select, annotated bibliography on the history of the commercial fisheries of the Canadian 
Great Lakes.1986. AB MCCullough, Research Bulletin 238, Parks Canada, 20 pp.  
http://parkscanadahistory.com/series/rb/238.pdf 

A sorry tale: natives, settlers, and the salmon of Lake Ontario, 1780-1900. 2016. Tiro KM, The 
Historical Journal, 59, 4, pp 1001-1025.   https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-
cambridge-
core/content/view/9D5EF424235EEED868D36F1CE5A939E0/S0018246X16000121a.pdf/a-
sorry-tale-natives-settlers-and-the-salmon-of-lake-ontario-1780-1900.pdf 

The Story of the Booth Fisheries Corporation. 1955. Southern Fisherman, Jan., 44 pp.  

The Superior North Shore: A natural history of Lake Superior's northern lands and waters. 
1987. TF Waters, University of Minnesota Press, 361 pp. 

A Trip on the Great Lakes: description of a trip, summer, 1912, by a skiff traveler, who loves 
"outdoors." Tells of fish, fur, game and other things of interest.  2013. RS Spears, Harding, 
Columbus, Ohio, 212 pp.  
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7a/A_trip_on_the_Great_Lakes%3B_descri
ption_of_a_trip%2C_summer%2C_1912_%28IA_tripongreatlakes00spea%29.pdf 

U.S. federal research on fisheries and limnology in the Great Lakes through 1964: an 
annotated bibliography. 1966. R Hile, Special Scientific Report-Fisheries No. 528, US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, US Dept. of the Interior, 53 pp.  https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/81347 

The Water and the Life: family, work, and trade in the commercial poundnet fisheries of Grand 
Bend, Ontario, 1890-1955. 1999, JL Manore and JJ Van West, from the book Fishing Places, 
Fishing People: Traditions and Issues in Canadian Small-Scale Fisheries, Chapter 4, eds. D 
Newell, R Ommer, Univ. of Toronto, Press, 412 pp. 

Wilderness and story telling. 1981. L. Staples, University of Ottawa Press, 205 pp.  
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv16z5p 


